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in that growth. And, as we have said, Gandhiji applied
himself to this task In India by teaching us to respect the
beliefs and cultures of others, teaching us to respect and
foster real freedom of thought.
TRUTH AND NON-VIOLENCE
From Truth, the object, to Non-violence as the means of
attaining that object, was a perfectly logical and natural step
for Gandhiji,   Because no two persons will ever see truth
alike, therefore, he argued, one could not take recourse to
violence for the propagation of one's particular version of
truth.   The only decent way is, to live in the light of one's
truth, in so far as has been attained at the moment, and
suffer in consequence of that belief where suffering is
actually called for.   Suffering for the sake of truth, chastens ;
it puts our sincerity to test, it helps to set us on the right
track when we are mistaken,   But if one takes recourse to
violence, one does not know where one stands.   For the
pride which leads us to imagine that "we are in possession
of the whole truth and have therefore the right to punish
others for their more limited view of truth, may blind us
to such an extent as to keep us tied to the rut which has
caught our wheels.   The feeling of certainty goes ill with
the spirit of science.   Humility and the determination to
eschew violence, and take to the methods of labour and of
self-suffering for the propagation of one's limited view of
truth, are therefore the logical corollaries of GandhijPs
fundamentally  scientific  and  democratic attitude.    Self-
suffering, he used to say, is the law of man as violence is
the law of the brute.   Civilization, he held, consists in the
substitution of intolerance and violence by methods of
toleration and persuasion "wherever conflicts occur in human
relations.   The ideal can surely not be reached in a .day;
but our ingenuity should be exercised in devising new
methods of settlement through non-violence, i.e. in extend-
ing the scope of democracy to all branches of private and
public life.
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